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News on Air Before Mrs. 


By Donnie Radcliffe 

Waihlnston Poit 8Uff Writer 

Betty Ford first learned of the ap- 
parent attempt on her husband’s life at 
1:34 p.m. (EDT) yesterday, 26 minutes 
after the incident occurred in Sacra- 
mento, Calif. 

That was about 20 minutes after the 
first wire service bulletins went out on 
teletypes across the country and 14 
minutes after two television networks, 
and the American Broadcasting Co., 
the Columbia Broadcasting System 
went on the air to inform viewers of 
the apparent assassination attempt on 
Mr. Ford. 

Mrs. Ford was notified by Richard E. 
White House Secret Service detail. He 
telephoned her from his Washington 
office to tell her “what had haift>ened 
and that everything was all right,” ac- 
cording to Sheila Rabb Weidenfeld, 
Mrs. Ford's press secretary. 

“She was going through some papers 
and was on the telephone when a 
White House operator interrupted to 
say she had a call for her,” Weidenfeld 
said. 

Both Weidenfeld and the Secret 
Service at first though that Reiser was 
telephoning Mrs. Ford from Sacra- 
mento. However, it was revealed later 
that .Reiser was in Washington where 
he had been informed of the apparent 
attempt on the President’s life by his 
agents traveling with Mr. Ford. 

“Richard Reiser is head of that de- 
tail and if there are incidents, he is in- 
formed immediately,” said Jack War- 

Wamer said, however, he was in no 
ner, spokesman for the Secret Service, 
ing Mrs. Ford of the incident since he 
position to explain the delay in inform- 
was “not familiar with the time ele- 
meut” 

In a statement to reporters, Mrs. 
Ford said of assassination attempts 
that “it’s something you just have to 
live with and I’m very grateful to the 
Secret Service for the great job they 
do. 1 * 

Mrs. Weidenfeld said the First Lady 
seemed “fine” when they talked briefly 
upstairs in the White House shortly 
after Mrs. Ford was informed. 

“The only word I can think of to 
describe her mood is thankful,” said 
Weidenfeld when asked to character- 
ize the First Lady’s emotional state. 

Weidenfeld said Mrs. Ford did not 
talk by telephone to her husband im- 
mediately, nor did she discuss with 
her the subject, generally, of Mr. 
Ford's safety. 

“She hasn’t gone into any of that,” 
said Weidenfeld. 

Two of the Fords’ children Susan, 
18, and Mike, 25 were informed by 
their Secret Service agents that an at- 


tempt apparently had been made on 
their father’s life. Susan was out of 
town with friends- and Mike was at 
Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary 
near Wenham Mass. 

Jack, 23, at home in the White 
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House, also heard the news from his 
Secret Service agent. 

Steve Ford 19, got the news the way 
thousands of other American did— 
from television, Weidenfeld said. He 
was at the White House at the time. 


